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Ship registration 
The ship registry functions as a registry for ships. In order to raise a loan for financing a 
recreational craft, the lender (such as a financial institution) will normally require security for a 
mortgage through registration of a mortgage deed. The gross tonnage of the craft must be of or 
above 5 in order for the craft and consequently the mortgage deed to be registered. 
 
Non-exhaustive list of relevant provisions 
Consolidated Act no. 538 of 15 June 2004, 
as amended 

on the Merchant Shipping Act (also contains 
provisions on ship registration) 

Order no. 41 of 22 January 1999 on ship registration 
 
Furthermore, guidelines on what documents to be submitted in connection with registration of 
recreational craft are available. 
 

Safety of navigation 
The master of a recreational craft is obliged to make himself acquainted with the orders, regulations 
and sailing directions that apply to shipping in the waters in which the craft sails and at the places at 
which the craft calls. In addition, the provisions on watch-keeping also apply to yachtsmen. Further 
information about the conditions of navigation, etc. is available from navigational handbooks (such 
as “Navigation through Danish waters”/”Den danske lods” and “Den danske havnelods”) and from 
charts. 
 
Non-exhaustive list of relevant provisions 
Order no. 186 of 26 May 1965 on safety of navigation 
Order no. 272 of 8 June 1983 on reporting obligations, etc. in connection with 

depth reductions in Danish waters 
Order no. 657 of 30 December 1985 on safety zones and zones for the observation of 

order and prevention of danger 
Order no. 229 of 4 April 1989 on buoyage etc. in Danish waters 
Order no. 772 of 27 November 1991 on limits for placing seining grounds at the east coast 

of Jutland from the Skaw to Fornaes 
Order no. 953 of 18 December 1991 on navigation in the Limfjorden between Egholm and 

the egat 
Order no. 939 of 27 November 1992 on the protection of submarine cables and submarine 

pipelines 
Order no. 961 of 7 December 1992 on navigation through certain bridges in Danish 

waters 
Order no. 1035 of 14 December 1994 on navigation in the fairways Fanoe Lo and Slunden 
Order no. 751 of 15 August 1996 on Danish ships’ participation in mandatory ship 

reporting systems 
Order no. 146 of 26 February 1998 on Danish ships’ navigation in areas with mandatory 

routeing systems 
Order no. 240 of 27 April 1998 on watch-keeping in ships 
Order no. 13 of 11 January 1999 on limits for the placing of seining grounds in the 

Bay of Koege 
Order no. 779 of 18 August 2000 on rules of navigation etc. in certain Danish waters 



3 

Consolidated Act no. 627 of 26 July 2002, 
as amended 

on safety at sea 

Order no. 717 of 26 August 2002 on navigation etc. in the Bay and Channel of Odense 
Order no. 632 of 3 July 2003 on regulations for preventing collisions at sea 
Order no. 86 of 12 February 2004 on navigation through the East Bridge and the West 

Bridge in the Great Belt 
Consolidated Act no. 538 of 15 June 2004, 
as amended 

on the Merchant Shipping Act 

Order no. 739 of 14 July 2005 on payment for suveys, etc. 
Technical Regulation no. 1 
of 28 September 2005 

on liferafts for craft for hiring out 

Technical Regulation no. 2 
of 28 September 2005 

on the design of lights 

Order no. 135 of 4 March 2005, 
as amended by Order no. 480 of 1 June 
2006 

on prohibition against navigation, anchoring and 
fishing, etc. in certain areas in Danish waters 

 

Act on the manning of ships, training and education, etc. 
Non-exhaustive list of relevant provisions 
Act no. 15 of 13 January 1997 Act on the manning of ships, with subsequent 

amendments of section 2(5), section 3, section 10, 
sections 11-13, section 17, sections 19-23, section 25 
and sections 27-29 

Order no. 773 of 7 October 1997 Instruction of seafarers when signing on a ship, 
sections 1, 2 and 4 

Order no. 184 of 26 March 1999 Proficiency test in navigation for skippers, etc. 
Order no. 289 of 13 May 2002 Sight and hearing test for yachtsmen 
Order no. 465 of 14 June 2002 Change of tonnage limits for fishing vessels and 

recreational craft in the Act on the manning of ships 
Consolidated Act no. 742 of 18 July 2005 Merchant Shipping (Masters’ and Seamen’s) Act, as 

amended 
Order no. 232 of 22 March 2006 Educational requirements, etc. for masters of certain 

engine-driven recreational craft with a gross tonnage 
below 20 (Order on masters of speedboats) 

Order no. 473 of 29 May 2006 Qualification requirements for seafarers and 
fishermen and on certificates of competency, etc. 

 


